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Caldwell Vision

• Caldwell was deliberate in his 
choice of plants.
• Create an environment 

that reflected the history 
of Chicago/the Midwest.

• Value native plants.
• Select plants and site 

design that attract birds.

• Caldwell knew plants very well
• Layering heights
• Layering colors
• Timing blooming seasons



The Importance of 
Perennials

• Plants that return annually 
for at least two years with 
little to no human 
attention.

• Particularly fond of 
grouping trees 
underplanted with tens of 
thousands of woodland 
perennials.

• Plants that thrived when 
planted between rocks.



Prairie crabapple Fragrant sumac

Hawthorn Serviceberry

Caldwell 
Favorite 

Groupings



Native shrub roses

Viburnum

Favorite 
Underplanting



Shooting star

Joe Pye weed

Favorite 
Underplanting



Sunflowers Columbine-leaved meadow rue
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Phlox

Iris

Favorite 
Underplanting



Aster

Dianthus

Favorite 
Underplanting



Downy Hawthorn

• Caldwell’s favorite tree.

• Native to Illinois.

• Member of the rose family.

• Attractive to migrating birds, insect 
pollinators, nesting birds, and 
songbirds.

• Prone to cedar rust disease.

• One at the front gate, near the
pavilion, and at the south end of the
pool.



Redbud

• Caldwell’s LEAST favorite native tree.

• He found the redbud showy and superficial.

• Native to the Chicago area.

• A member of the pea family.

• Its early flowers attract butterflies and other 
nectar-drinking insects.

• The bright spring flowers grow not only on the 
tips of branches, but along the trunk as well!

• There are several located near the Council Ring.



Of Interest: Birch

• Leaves, twigs and buds can be boiled 
for tea.

• Native American uses:
• Boiled sap was used as a 

sweetener similar to maple 
syrup

• Inner bark was used as a 
survival food



Chokecherry

• Popular in jams, preserves, and jellies.

• An important wildlife food for small mammals 
and many birds.

• Provides habitat, watershed protection and 
species diversity.

• Fruits are highly poisonous unless cooked.

• New growth, wilted leaves, plant parts injured by 
frost or drought are toxic to cattle and humans.

• Berries contain seeds and can be toxic to 
children if eaten in large quantities.



Fragrant and 
Smooth Sumac

• Member of the cashew family.

• Tea is made from seed pods.

• The plants are insect hosts to butterflies.

• Berries are winter food for small animals and 
birds including robins, sparrows, goldfinch and 
chickadee.

• Smooth sumac seed can be chewed to quench 
thirst or prepared as a lemonade-type drink. The 
red seed cluster inspired Frank Lloyd Wright as 
Cherokee Red in his homes.



Herbs Grow 
Here, Too

• New England Aster

• An important late season food 
source for pollinators.

• Bees and butterflies frequent this 
flower throughout the season.

• The larvae of many moths feed on 
various parts of asters.

• This is a nectar source for Monarch 
butterflies.

• It is a larval host to Pearl Crescent 
and checkerspot butterflies.



Herbs Grow 
Here, Too

• Virgin’s Bower

• A beautiful and common clematis.

• The vigorously growing vine supports 
itself by means of twisted stems that 
wrap around other plants.

• Flowers attract hummingbirds and bees.

• All parts of the plant can be poisonous.
• Mammalian herbivores avoid the 

toxic foliage.
• Many songbirds nest in the 

foliage.



Herbs Grow 
Here, Too

• Joe-Pye Weed
• Entire plant is edible.

• Attractive to butterflies and 
other insects.

• Flowers and roots are used 
for teas.

• Native Americans used to 
cure typhus, root teas to 
eliminate kidney stones.



Visit every season of the year to see 
these plants in different stages!

The Lily Pool 
Changes Constantly


