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Wildflower Walk Training 
 

 
Agenda 
Day One (June 12, 2021) 

8:30 - Welcome and Intro (15 min)  

8:45 - Identify flowers on site (60 min) 

9:50 – What are Wildflower? (20 min) 

10:10 - BREAK (10 min) 

10:20 - Plants found at both the Lily Pool and North Pond   (50 min)  

11:10 - What is Interpretation? (30 min)  

11:40 - Design a tour/Homework 

12:00 - Depart for the Day 

 
 

Agenda 
Day Two (June 19, 2021) 

8:30 - Welcome and Review (30 min) 
Share your tour outline. Constructive feedback 

 
9:00 - A few new plants (45 min) North Pond Specific Plants Lily Pool Specific Plants 

 
9:45 - BREAK 

10:00 - Go on Wildflower Walk (45 min)  

11:00 - Debrief of Wildflower Walk (15 min) 
What did you like about the tour? What would you do differently on your tour? 

 
11:15 - New Plants at North Pond  

11:35 - New Plants at Lily Pool  

12:00 - Wrap up, next steps 
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IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION 
Add to the phone you plan to carry when here as a volunteer. 
 

Lincoln Park Conservatory Address: 
2391 N Stockton Dr., Chicago 60614 

 
Alfred Caldwell Lily Pool Address: 

125 W Fullerton Pkwy, Chicago 60614 
 

For Medical Emergencies: CALL 911 

For Security Issues: CPD Security at 312.747.2193 

Rebecca Conant, Director of Education 
Lincoln Park Conservancy 

2000 N. Racine, Suite 4800 
Chicago, IL 60614 

773.883.7275 x 201 
rconant@lincolnparkconservancy.org 

 

Doug Widener, Executive Director 
Lincoln Park Conservancy 2000 
N. Racine, Suite 4800 

Chicago, IL 60614 
773.883.7275 x 206 

dwidener@lincolnparkconservancy.org 
 

If you need to contact someone in an emergency on the weekend, please call: 
Doug Widener at 773-398-1050 

mailto:rconant@lincolnparkconservancy.org
mailto:dwidener@lincolnparkconservancy.org
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Words to Live By 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Do not try to satisfy your vanity by teaching a great many things. Awaken 
people's curiosity. It is enough to open minds; do not overload them. Put there 

just a spark. If there is some good inflammable stuff, it will catch fire. 
 

-Anatole France, as quoted in The Earth Speak s 
 
 
 
 
 

Certified Interpretive Guide Training Handbook1 
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Overview 
Approximately 20 million people visit Lincoln Park annually, enjoying its historic structures, colorful 
gardens, and Lake Michigan shoreline. Though many of us use it every day, we often take it for granted. 
We assume it will always be here, that “somebody” will care for it. That “somebody” is the Lincoln Park 
Conservancy; our mission is to enhance the natural, historical, and cultural assets of Lincoln Park. 
Established in 1984 as a nonprofit partner of the Chicago Park District, the Conservancy has supported 
Chicago’s largest and most visited park for over 35 years. We take on projects that benefit the park, the 
public, and the environment. We also provide educational and engagement opportunities, including 
restoration, management, advocacy, and stewardship programs.  
 

Each year, we: 

• Coordinate over 2,000 volunteers, greeters, docents, gardeners, community members, and 
partner organizations to promote and enhance the park. 

• Engage over 50,000 visitors from local communities in Chicago, to all 50 states, and over 70 
countries in educational programs at the Lincoln Park Conservatory, the Alfred Caldwell Lily Pool, 
and the North Pond Nature Sanctuary. 

• Offer regular, community supported, restoration and stewardship throughout the park including 
at the Lily Pool (restored by us in 2001) and North Pond (restoration in progress). 

• Make visitor amenity improvements across the park’s 1,208 acres.    
 

Building for the Future 
Year-round, our dedicated staff and loyal volunteers are found from Osterman Beach to Ohio Street 
Beach, restoring and protecting Lincoln Park’s treasures. As the nonprofit champion for Chicago’s largest 
park, we are dedicated to meeting its changing needs, for visitors today and generations to come! Our 
current projects include restoration and stewardship of beloved sites like the Lily Pool and North Pond, 
and educational programs and events that promote preservation of those, and many other, park sites.   

Lincoln Park 

Conservancy 
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Restoration Projects 
With help from people like you, the Lincoln Park Conservancy raises millions of dollars to 
restore existing park assets and create new ones. Our ongoing commitment includes essential, 
long term management and stewardship of those sites so they remain well cared for after 
restoration is complete. 
 

North Pond Nature Sanctuary  
Over 200 migratory bird, 100 native plant, and numerous fish, amphibian, and insect species call this local 
treasure home. But 100 years of heavy use has taken its toll. Building on our 20-year commitment to the 
pond, the Conservancy is launching a multi-stage plan to improve its ecological health and diversity. Join 
us in creating a healthier ecosystem by deepening the pond and using native plants to filter run-off and 
storm water, naturally control erosion, and provide food and shelter for birds and insects.  

 

Sunshine Playscape 
The new Playscape’s unique environment blends traditional playground equipment with natural 
elements and invites visitors to play in nature in safe, child-friendly ways. We are grateful to the Lincoln 
Park community for donating over 90% of the funds to support the Conservancy’s recently completed 
project, located just north of North Pond. 
  

Alfred Caldwell Lily Pool 
In 1997, the Conservancy adopted the Lily Pool and, with the Chicago Park District, invested $2.4 million 
to restore Caldwell’s historic landscape. Re-named in his honor, the Lily Pool opened to the public in 
spring 2002. Once again, a “cool, refreshing, clear place,” the Lily Pool earned both National and Chicago 
Historic Landmark status. The Conservancy now faithfully maintains the site. 
  

Lincoln Park Conservatory 
This beloved Victorian Era glass house has endured decades of deferred maintenance and is in dire need 
of restoration. Led by the Chicago Park District and the Chicago Parks Foundation, the Conservancy is 
supporting a multiyear plan to refurbish the aged steel and glass structure.  

 

Stewardship 
North Pond Gardeners, Hops & Habitat, and Corporate Workdays 
Volunteer-driven and staff-managed, the Conservancy’s gardening programs engage 1,800 community 
members to care for, support, and maintain North Pond, the Lily Pool, and other park sites. Our large 
workdays attract 10’s to 100’s of volunteers, private corporate groups, and the general public, who 
provide essential park maintenance. We couldn’t do it without you!  

 

Educational Programs and Events 
Lincoln Park Docents and Greeters 
Over 100 volunteers welcome the 
thousands of national and international 
visitors to the Conservatory, Lily Pool, 
and North Pond. Through their efforts 
the Conservancy provides inspiring 
formal and informal educational 
interactions. Trainings for new 
volunteers are offered in spring and fall.  
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A Sustainable Nature Sanctuary for the Next 100 Years 
The North Pond Nature Sanctuary is home to over 250 migratory birds, 100 native plant species, 
and a variety of fish, amphibians, and insects. The pond and its surroundings are at a critical 
juncture and need significant ecological restoration. The Lincoln Park Conservancy announces a 
three-year revitalization project of North Pond. Plans include: dredging to deepen the pond; 
edge grading, planting, and stabilization; and expanding natural areas around the pond.  Your 
support is vital to North Pond’s restoration.  100 percent of project fund- ing and ongoing care 
will come from private and community sources. Pledge your support for North Pond! 
 
Make a financial contribution, host a meeting to learn more, or volunteer your time. Share your 
commitment to North Pond on social media by using #DigDeepForNorthPond. 

MAJOR PROJECT 
PHASES 
Knowledge – Complete 
key studies and public 
meetings to finalize 
resto- ration plan. 
Dredge – Deepen pond 
to improve water quality 
and habitat. 
Edge – Restore pond 
edge to de- crease 
erosion and runoff. 
Sedge – Design and 
plant a native sedge 
meadow to capture, 
filter, and direct 
stormwater to the pond. 
Pledge – North Pond 
needs you! North Pond’s 
restoration and care is 
dependent on community 
financial support and 
long-term stewardship. 

 

 
 

L I N C O L N  P A R K 
C O N S E R V A N C Y 

 
2000 N. Racine, Suite 4800 

Chicago, IL 60614 

LincolnParkConservancy.org 

For more information contact: 

Doug Widener 

773-883-PARK 

dwidener@lincolnparkconservancy.org 

Dig Deep for North Pond! 

Campaign for North Pond 
A three-year plan to revitalize the North Pond Nature Sanctuary 

Help us to help North Pond! 

mailto:dwidener@lincolnparkconservancy.org
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Getting to Volgistics: 
 
Open the Lincoln Park Conservancy web site (http://lincolnparkconservancy.org) and scroll to the 
bottom of the page. 
At the bottom of the page, you will see the Docent Login link. 
 

 
 
When you follow the link you will be taken to the Lincoln Park Conservancy’s Volgistics Login 
page. Here you enter your login name and password. 
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Updating Your Profile: 
Once you’re logged in, you can update/adjust your profile, schedule yourself for shifts, and log 
your hours.  
 
To adjust your birthday/date, contact information, address, email, password, etc. go to the “My 
Profile” tab. Note: If you click the “Exit” button, you’ll be logged out of Volgistics. 

 
 
Scheduling Yourself for Shifts: 
To schedule yourself for shifts, either click the “Check your schedule” tab, or go to the “My 
Schedules” tab. 

 
When the page opens, you’ll see a calendar with “Help Wanted” boxes on the dates when we 
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don’t have enough volunteers. Click on the day you want to volunteer. If you volunteer for many 
programs, you can simplify things by only scheduling yourself for a particular program (e.g. only 
the Lily Pool in the summer and only the Conservatory in the winter). 

 
 
 
That takes you to a page where you pick what shift you want to sign up to do. To sign up, click 
the “Schedule” button. 
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Posting Your Hours: 
 
After your shift, if you want to record your hours, login and go to the home screen, then to the 
“Post Hours” button, or the “Time Sheet” tab. 

 
 
 
On this page, enter the date, start and end times, and what you did. Then click “Continue.” 

 
 
Logging Out: 
To logout, click the “Exit” button at any time. 
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